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INTRODUCTION  
Judo Australia appreciates the time and effort required to become a Kata Judge. On behalf 
of the JA Kata Judges Commission and Kata Committee, we wish to thank you for your time 
and efforts given to make Kata competitions fair and inclusive. 

Regards, 
Ernie Wakamatsu 
JA Judges Commission and Kata Committee Chair 

GENERAL OUTLINE 
Listed below are the requirements to be eligible for a National level Kata Judge License, 
which allows the holder to be considered to judge at Judo Australia Kata competitions.   

Kata judging at Dan Grading events is managed by the JA National Grading committee and is 
independent of the Kata Judge License. 

Pathway 

 
National B-Level Requirements (for each Kata)  

National B-Level Kata Judging license is equivalent to a state level Kata judging license and is 
designed for Kata judges whose state or territory does not have a formal Kata commission 
or Kata judge’s license certification process.  A state level and National B-Level Kata judge 
must fulfill the below requirements for each Kata category. 

• Financial member of JA 
• Fulfillment of state required sporting officials training and other state requirements 
• Demonstrated Kata knowledge 
• Completed Kata Judge Training 
• Passed Kata Judging examination (paper) 
• Passed Kata judging practical evaluation 

The Judges Commission has developed a series of study guides, which includes the judging 
examination.  Please ask the commission for the link to these guides. 

National A-Level Requirements (for each Kata) 

National A-level judges are expected to have fulfilled their state and national B-Level Kata 
judge’s requirements, and the following requirements. 

• Time in grade as a State Level judge or National B-Level judge 

State 
Certification 
or National 
Certification 

(B-level)

National 
Certification 

(A-level)

OJU 
Certification 

(A-level)

IJF 
Certification
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• Proven ability to judge at nationally recognised events; i.e., the National Event Series 
(NES) 

• Continued Kata technical and judging training 

Recertification – Every 5 years (for each Kata) 

Kata judges are expected to remain active in not only judging at state and nationally 
recognised events, but are expected to also keep up-to-date with the latest Kata instruction 
from the Kodokan. 

• Continued Kata technical and judging training 
• Actively judging at state and nationally recognised events 

DETAILS OF REQUIREMENTS 
Below are the detailed Kata Judges requirements.  Each Kata requires a separate judges 
certification.  Koshiki no Kata and Itsutsu no Kata are planned to be added by IJF into the 
competition cycle in 2025. 

National B-Level Kata Judging Certification 

National B-Level Kata Judging certification is designed for Kata judges whose state or 
territory does not have a formal Kata commission or Kata judge certification process. 

Kata 

Criteria 

Nage no Kata Katame no 
Kata 

Kime no Kata Ju no Kata KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, Itsutsu 
no Kata 

JA Financial Member Required Required Required Required Required 

Minimum Rank Shodan Shodan Sandan Sandan Sandan 

Minimum Age1 18 y.o. 18 y.o. 20 y.o. 20 y.o. 20  y.o. 

State officials 
training 

Required Required Required Required Required 

Ka
ta

 K
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

Ab
ili

ty
 (P

ic
k 

on
e/

Ka
ta

)  

Minimum 
Rank2 or 

Shodan Nidan Yondan Godan Rokudan 

Competency 
Certification3 

or 

Passing 
certification 
for Nage no 
Kata 

Passing 
certification 
for Katame no 
Kata 

Passing 
certification 
for Kime no 
Kata 

Passing 
certification 
for Ju no Kata 

Passing certification for 
KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, and 
Itsutsu no Kata; 
respectively 

Competition 
results4 or 

Scoring above 
60% at NES or 
higher-level 
competition 

Scoring above 
60% at NES or 
higher-level 
competition 

Scoring above 
60% at NES or 
higher-level 
competition 

Scoring above 
60% at NES or 
higher-level 
competition 

Scoring above 60% at 
NES or higher-level 
competition 

 
1 Age based on minimum age requirements for IJF Dan grades 
2 This assumes that the Kata requirement for the Dan promotion was fulfilled with the appropriate Kata and 
another Kata was not substituted, e.g., Yondan promotion was fulfilled by demonstrating Kime no Kata. 
3 Kata competency certificate attained within the past five years. 
4 Competition results within the past five years. 
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Kata 

Criteria 

Nage no Kata Katame no 
Kata 

Kime no Kata Ju no Kata KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, Itsutsu 
no Kata 

Special 
review by 

Kata 
Commission 

To be 
Arranged 
(TBA) 

TBA TBA TBA TBA 

Attend Kata Judging 
Training 

Attend judging 
training for 
Nage no Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for 
Katame no 
Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for 
Kime no Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for Ju 
no Kata 

Attend judging training 
for KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, and 
Itsutsu no Kata; 
respectively 

Kata Judging 
Examination (paper) 

 80% pass rate 

Kata judging 
test for Nage 
no Kata 

Kata judging 
test for 
Katame no 
Kata 

Kata judging 
test for Kime 
no Kata 

Kata judging 
test for Ju no 
Kata 

Kata judging test for KDK 
Goshin Jutsu, Koshiki no 
Kata, and Itsutsu no 
Kata, respectively 

Kata Judging 
Practical Test 

Practical Nage 
no Kata 
judging test 

Practical 
Katame no 
Kata judging 
test 

Practical Kime 
no Kata 
judging test 

Practical Ju no 
Kata judging 
test 

Practical KDK Goshin 
Jutsu, Koshiki no Kata, 
and Itsutsu no Kata 
judging test, respectively 

National A-Level Kata Judging Certification 

National A-Level Kata Judging certification assumes that the Kata judge has completed the 
requirements for a state level Kata judging license or National B-Level Kata judging license 
and has performed well at this level for at least the past 2 years. 

Kata 

Criteria 

Nage no Kata Katame no 
Kata 

Kime no Kata Ju no Kata KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, Itsutsu 
no Kata 

JA Financial Member Required Required Required Required Required 

Minimum Rank Shodan Shodan Sandan Sandan Sandan 

Minimum Age 18 y.o. 18 y.o. 20 y.o. 20 y.o. 20 y.o. 

Time in Grade and 
experience as 

National B-Level 
(equivalent state) 

Judge 

Has judged at 
four State or 
NES Kata 
events (min) 
in the past 2 
years 

Has judged at 
four State or 
NES Kata 
events (min) 
in the past 2 
years 

Has judged at 
four State or 
NES Kata 
events (min) 
in the past 2 
years 

Has judged at 
four State or 
NES Kata 
events (min) 
in the past 2 
years 

Has judged at four State 
or NES Kata events (min) 
in the past 2 years 

Attend technical 
Kata training 

At least once 
in the past 5 
years 

At least once 
in the past 5 
years 

At least once 
in the past 5 
years 

At least once 
in the past 5 
years 

At least once in the past 
5 years 

Attend Kata Judging 
Training in the past 
five years at an NES 

event 

Attend judging 
training for 
Nage no Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for 
Katame no 
Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for 
Kime no Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for Ju 
no Kata 

Attend judging training 
for KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, and 
Itsutsu no Kata; 
respectively 

Kata Judging 
Practical 

Performance 

Judging at a 
minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two years. 

Judging at a 
minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two years. 

Judging at a 
minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two 
years. 

Judging at a 
minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two years. 

Judging at a minimum of 
four NES Kata events in 
the last two years. 
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National Judging License Re-Certification 

Recertification of National B- and A-levels Kata Judging licenses every five years is necessary 
to ensure that Kata judges stay current with the latest Kata techniques from the Kodokan 
and are up to date with the current IJF Kata judging guidelines.   

Kata 

Criteria 

Nage no Kata Katame no 
Kata 

Kime no Kata Ju no Kata KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, Itsutsu 
no Kata 

JA Financial Member Required Required Required Required Required 

Attend Kata Judging 
Training (national 

level training) 

Attend judging 
training for 
Nage no Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for 
Katame no 
Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for 
Kime no Kata 

Attend 
judging 
training for Ju 
no Kata 

Attend judging training 
for KDK Goshin Jutsu, 
Koshiki no Kata, and 
Itsutsu no Kata; 
respectively 

Kata Judging 
Practical 

Performance 

Judging 
adequately at 
a minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two years. 

Judging 
adequately at 
a minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two years. 

Judging 
adequately at 
a minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two 
years. 

Judging 
adequately at 
a minimum of 
four NES Kata 
events in the 
last two years. 

Judging adequately at a 
minimum of four NES 
Kata events in the last 
two years. 

KATA KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITY  
Kata knowledge and ability requirement may be fulfilled by the candidates current Judo 
rank, Kata competency certification, or competition result.  This requirement must be 
fulfilled for each Kata.   

Rank 

Fulfillment by Judo rank assumes that the appropriate Kata was successfully performed in 
their Dan grading promotion and another Kata was not substituted.   

Example: It is assumed Kime no Kata was performed in the candidate’s Yondan promotion.  
Therefore, the candidate meets the Kata Knowledge and Ability requirement. If another 
Kata was substituted for the Dan requirement (e.g., KDK Goshin Jutsu), then the Kata judge 
candidate must demonstrate Kata knowledge and ability through one of the other 
requirements. 

Competency Certificate  

A competency certificate may be attained at the Kodokan, IJF, OJU, or JA national level Kata 
seminars.  Kodokan Kata competency certificate can be achieved at the Kodokan Summer 
Kata course by completing the Kata examination and receiving at least the “Shutoku 
(learned)” level certification.  The Kodokan Summer courses are typically held in the middle 
of July and at the Kodokan Judo Institute in Tokyo.  More information can be found at 
https://kdkjd.org/スケジュール/ .  There is often a contingent of Australians going to Japan 
for this course.  Contact the Kata Committee for further information. 

The IJF, OJU, and JA Kata competency certificates shall be considered on a case-by-case 
basis.  Candidates should supply a copy of the certificate and background material on how 
the certificate was earned. 

Kata competency certificate needs to be attained in the last five years. 

https://kdkjd.org/%e3%82%b9%e3%82%b1%e3%82%b8%e3%83%a5%e3%83%bc%e3%83%ab/
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Kata Competition Result  

The Kata ability requirement may also be fulfilled by scoring at least 60% at a state or higher 
competition within the past five years.  These competitions include: 

• NES International Opens 
• JA National Kata Championships 
• and the OJU and IJF Kata competitions.  

Special Consideration  

Candidates who do not meet the Kata Knowledge and Ability requirement through Judo 
rank, competency certificate, or competition result may request a special review by the JA 
Judges Commission to perform their Kata.  Candidates will need to perform the Kata to the 
satisfaction of the commission. 

Candidates with physical challenges that prevents them from completing one of the above 
Kata ability requirements may request a special examination by the JA Judges Commission 
to fulfill this requirement.  The commission may choose not to grant a special examination. 

Candidates with physical challenges are those who have permanent disabilities or injuries, 
which prohibits their participation in “mainstream” Judo randori, and Shiai and Kata 
competitions.  A medical certificate attesting may be required.   

STATE OFFICIALS TRAINING 
Australian nationally and each state and territory may require sport officials to take certain 
training and certification.  For instance, first aid/CPR, Working with Children Checks, and 
state officiating courses.  These must be fulfilled prior to completing the Kata Judges 
Certification. 

Copies of the course certification should be provided to the JA Judges Commission.  

KATA JUDGES TRAINING AND EXAMINATION 
Kata judges training is expected to be held at NES events.  Those candidates whose state 
recommends being promoted will be invited to sit the judges examination. 

KATA JUDGING PRACTICAL TEST 
All candidates must pass a practical test in Kata judging. Practical tests will be given at NES 
events. 

KATA JUDGES PERFORMANCE REVIEW 
The JA Judges Commission will review the Kata judge’s performance after each competition.  
Should a judge not meet certain standards for judging ability, professionalism, and the Code 
of Behaviour for Judo officials, the JA Kata Commission may take corrective action or rescind 
the Kata judge license.  In case a judge’s license is rescinded, the judge may not judge at 
state level events for a defined period.  The decision to rescind the license will also be 
communicated to JA, OJU, and IJF organisations. 
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CODE OF BEHAVIOUR 
All Kata judges are expected to follow the JA and IJF Code of Behaviour for officials as found 
in the latest version of sporting codes. 

Below is an excerpt of the Code of Behaviour found in the Version 3.1. 

A Kata Judge must;  

• Modify rules and regulations to match the skill levels and needs of young people.  
• Compliment and encourage all participants. 
• Be consistent, objective and courteous when making decisions.  
• Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents.  
• Emphasise the spirit of the game rather than the errors.  
• Encourage and promote rule changes that will make participation more enjoyable.  
• Be a good sport yourself. Actions speak louder than words.  
• Keep up to date with the latest trends in officiating and the principles of growth and 

development of young people.  
• Remember, you set an example. Your behaviour and comments should be positive and 

supportive.  
• Place the safety and welfare of the participants above all else.  
• Give all young people a ‘fair go’ regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or 

religion. 

OBLIGATIONS OF A KATA JUDGE  
A Kata judge is expected to follow the IJF Kata Judges Guidelines and Code of Conduct and 
Ethics.  The below is taken from the IJF Kata Competition, Judges Guidelines (April 2020): 

Obligations of IJF Kata Judge 
A judge must be a member of a National Federation affiliated to the IJF and in good standing 
with it and recognized by its Continental Union. A judge must have the required knowledge in the 
field of kata, in particular in the understanding of techniques. He must know the evaluation rules 
in their entirety. A judge must keep his knowledge of evaluation up to date by all means, in 
particular by participating in clinics. A judge must be thoroughly prepared for each judging 
assignment. As a member of an official organization, there is an obligation by every judge to 
maintain the highest standard of ethical conduct and professional integrity. By definition, a judge 
is unbiased. A judge must appear in the official uniform on the competition site. He must 
imperatively respect the schedules defined by the organization. There is no competition between 
judges and no rivalry will be tolerated. 

Code of conduct and Ethics 

 IJF kata judges are representatives of the International Judo Federation both on and 
off the contest area. It is essential that they conduct themselves in an exemplary 
manner at all times. A judge must have a professional attitude and conduct.  

A judge must have a neat appearance. He must appear at the times defined at all the 
events to which he is invited and be available during the entire event.  

A judge must attend all meetings, where he will get explanations about the rules and 
the event informations. A judge who does not participate in the meetings excludes 
himself from the event.  

https://78884ca60822a34fb0e6-082b8fd5551e97bc65e327988b444396.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/up/2020/05/IJF_Kata_Judges_Guidelines_v3_-1589187714.pdf
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A judge who cannot respect his commitments, must notify the President or the Sport 
Director of the Kata Commission in writing before the event. His request must be 
motivated by exceptional reasons.  

A judge to preserve his integrity must remain in the zone reserved for him and not 
have contact with a competitor, coach or the public.  

A judge is responsible for protecting the spirit of judo by rendering fair and impartial 
decisions. To remain free of any bias, it is recommended that a judge refuse any 
assignment as coach or manager of a team engaged in the competition.  

A judge must not look at other judges evaluation. Only in the case of a forgotten 
technique a consultation must be done by the members of the same jury after the 
performance.  

A judge must, during the event, present himself in the best conditions of physical and 
moral health, avoiding any excess that could harm their mission.  

A judge is not allowed to participate as a competitor in events organized by or under 
the responsability of the IJF. Otherwise, he will automatically lose all of its licenses. 

RECOMMENDATION TO OJU LEVEL JUDGING CERTIFICATION 
In general, for a JA National Level (A) Kata judge to be recommended for promotion to an 
OJU Level (A) certification, they will require the following: 

• Be in good standing with JA and Judges Commission 

• At least two years as a JA National Level (A) judge 

• Actively judging Kata (at least 4 times in the past 2 years) at NES events 

• Meet the age and Judo rank requirements for an OJU Level Kata Judge 

 

Please contact the OJU Kata Commission for further information; kata@oceaniajudo.com.  

mailto:kata@oceaniajudo.com

