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Judo Australia Conduct of Kata Tournaments (Sporting Code)

Version | Approved Author Approved by and Comments
Date
1.0 06/05/2025 | Hunter Richardson Reviewed by JA Kata Committee
Approved by the JA Executive Chair
1.1 01/02/2026 | Ernie Wakamatsu Addition of Jr Katame no Kata, Itsutsu no
Kata, and Koshiki no Kata and their
respective entry conditions (sec 6).
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1. Scope and Application

This section of the Sporting Code outlines the procedures for conducting Kata tournaments,
either as standalone events or as part of tournaments including shiai, under the oversight of
Judo Australia (JA). It also serves as general guidance for state-hosted Kata tournaments.
This code does not encompass the rules or criteria for judging Kata (Evaluation Criteria),
which are governed by the International Judo Federation (IJF).

2. Reference Documents

o |JF Kata Judging Rules (Evaluation Criteria)
o Official Kodokan Kata Videos
o |JF competition judogi regulations

3. Authority

Kata tournaments will be managed under the joint authority of the JA Sports Director and the
JA Kata Committee. Any overlap or unaddressed areas should be resolved by the Sports
Director in consultation with the Kata Committee. Decisions not explicitly covered by these
rules will be determined by the JA Kata Committee and the Sports Director.

4. Facilities

Responsibility for facilities lies with the tournament Organising Committee. If a Kata
tournament is held in conjunction with a shiai event, arrangements should be made to
minimise duplication of resources.

4.1 Mat Specifications

A competition area of 8 x 8 metres minimum to 10 x 10 metres maximum with a safety area
of at least 2 metres around it must be provided. If multiple adjoining competition areas are
used, a shared safety area of at least 2 metres is required. The standard shiai area may be
used for Kata.

Visible adhesive tape strips, approximately 10 cm wide and 50 cm long, should be placed 6
metres apart on the centreline of the mat to indicate the starting positions of tori and uke.
The centre of the competition area should be marked similarly. These tapes must be
removed after the competition concludes. A marked entry point should be indicated for
contestants awaiting entry.

4.2 Equipment

e Judges' Tables and Chairs: A 7-meter-long table or seven individual tables with
chairs spaced 1 meter apart, placed along the Shomen edge. The fourth chair (head
judge) should align with the mat centre. Pens should be provided for each judge.

e Waiting Judges' Chairs: Adequate seating for off-duty judges.

o Kata Committee Table: A table with four chairs for committee members.

e Computer and Data Entry Setup: A table and chair for the data recorder, equipped
with a computer and printer access, preferably integrated with the display system.

o Display: For draw announcements and result displays when possible.

e Photocopier Access: If feasible.
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4.3 Personnel
4.3.1 Judges

Only JA Kata Committee-approved judges should officiate, ideally holding at least a State
Kata Judge license. The committee is responsible for judge provision. If insufficient judges
are available, the number may be reduced to no fewer than three, with all scores considered.
Judges must wear black shoes, grey trousers, a white shirt (short sleeves in hot weather), a
dark or official tie or official scarf, a dark blue jacket (removable in hot weather), and an
official badge.

A mandatory briefing for all judges must be held before the competition begins.
4.3.2 Announcer

An announcer should announce the Kata and pairs as the competition progresses.
4.3.3 Result Recorder

Responsible for entering judges' scores into the result system. Ideally, one recorder per mat
is preferable, but a skilled recorder may cover two mats.

4.3.4 Runner
A runner should be available to deliver score sheets to the recorder and relay messages.
4.3.5 Security Personnel

Designated staff must ensure that judges, committee members, and the recorder are
undisturbed during the competition.

4 .3.6 Medical/First Aid Provider

A qualified medical professional or first aider must be present.

5. Divisions
The order of Kata contested should be:

Junior Nage-no-Kata
Junior Katame-no-Kata
Ju-no-Kata
Kime-no-Kata
Katame-no-Kata
Nage-no-Kata
Kodokan Goshinjutsu
Itsutsu-no-Kata
Koshiki-no-Kata
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Additional divisions based on IJF divisions (e.g., U21) or other requirements may be drawn.
A competitor may enter the same Kata twice, once as tori and once as uke, but each

performance must be with a different partner. Competitors may not enter same Kata multiple
times in the same role (either as tori or uke), even with different partners.
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The next pair must be prepared to enter the mat upon the head judge’s signal. Coaches are
not permitted on the Field of Play unless requested by the Kata Committee.

6. Entry Conditions

Minimum Belt Level to compete at NES and Nationals competitions

Age Category | U11/U13 u15 Cadets u21 021
Kata Division Seniors Seniors
Jr Nage no Kata | Green Green Not allowed | Not allowed | Not allowed
Jr Katame no Green Green Not allowed | Not allowed | Not allowed
Kata
Jr Ju no Kata Green Green Not allowed | Not allowed | Not allowed
Nage no Kata Not allowed | Not allowed | Green Green Green
Katame no Kata Not allowed | Not allowed | Green Green Green
Ju no Kata Not allowed | Not allowed | Green Green Green
Kime no Kata Not allowed | Not allowed [(SigleleEl] Shodan Shodan
KDK Goshin Not allowed | Not allowed [SialeleFlal Shodan Shodan
Jutsu
ltsutsu no Kata Not allowed | Not allowed | Not allowed
Koshiki no Kata | Not allowed | Not allowed | Not allowed

For the Australian National Championships and NES events:

U9 competitors are not permitted to compete at Nationals or NES Kata events.

e U11, U13, and U15 competitors may compete in Junior Kata divisions (Junior Nage-
no-Kata (first three sets), Junior Katame-no-Kata (first set), and Ju-no-Kata (junior
division)) at Nationals and NES events. Kata pairs in these divisions may consist of
mixed age categories among U11, U13, and U15 with Tori and Uke being a minimum
grade of Green Belt (3-Kyu).

e Cadets shall compete in senior Kata divisions and may be paired with U15 or older
partners. Cadets may not pair with U13 or younger categories in any Kata division.

o Nage-no-Kata, Katame-no-Kata, Kime-no-Kata, Ju-no-Kata, and Kodokan
Goshinjutsu are open to Cadets and U/O21(Seniors) with Tori and Uke being a
minimum of Green Belt (3-Kyu).

e Cadets and Seniors may not compete in Junior divisions.

e Mixed-gender and mixed-state pairs are allowed, with the entry state recorded as
mixed. Both members must be listed on their respective state/territory entry forms.

e |tsutsu-no-Kata and Koshiki-no-Kata may only be performed by a minimum 2-Dan as
Tori and Uke a minimum of Shodan.

7. Preparation

7.1 Entries

Entries must be submitted on the official form to the Sports Director by the specified
deadline. The Kata Committee chair should be informed promptly of entrants.

7.2 Draw
The draw will be conducted with consideration for rest periods and entrants participating in

multiple Kata. The draw should be emailed to Sports Director, the State or Territory and the
contestants at least 8 days before the competition.
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7.3 Scoresheets

Score sheets will be prepared by the Kata Committee in line with IJF scoring guidelines.

8. Judogi Control
White judogi only, compliant with IJF rules and featuring appropriate state markings and

backpatches. All participants must wear their JA rank belt and Dan-grade participants must
wear black belts.

9. Competition Format
Kata pairs will be drawn into groups for elimination rounds, as follows:

e 1-3 pairs: A single group, which will also serve as the final.

e 4-7 pairs: A single group. The top two pairs will proceed to the final round to
compete for first and second places. Third place will be decided by the third highest
score from the elimination round.

e 8+ pairs: Pairs will be drawn into elimination groups of 4-8 pairs; the top two pairs
from each elimination group will proceed to the final to compete for first, second and
third places.

Only pairs whose final scores above 50% will be eligible to receive medals.

To ensure fairness, each panel will judge a separate elimination round group, and the final
round will be judged by a single panel.

9.1 Scoring

Scoring follows IJF “Criteria for the Evaluation.” The highest and lowest scores for each
technique are dropped, and the remaining scores summed for a final total. Simplified scoring
is allowed as determined by the National Kata Committee.

The final total score will be expressed as a percentage of the total possible points.

In case of a tie, the following criteria are applied considering ALL judges’ score sheets:

e Fewer major mistakes
e Fewer medium mistakes
e Fewer minor mistakes

If a tie remains for 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in the finals, the Kata is repeated.
9.2 Injury/lliness
If tori or uke cannot continue due to injury, they are disqualified. Minor injuries may allow for

a brief pause and the pair must repeat the kata after the last scheduled pair, but a second
incident results in disqualification.

10. Medals

Medals will be awarded in the finals with the highest score awarded the gold medal, the
second highest score awarded the silver medal, and the third highest score awarded the
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bronze medal, except that pairs whose final scores are below 50% will be ineligible for
medals.

If there are fewer than three pairs competing in the Kata, then medals will be awarded
successively, based on the percentage of the highest score:

e Gold: 81-100%
e Silver: 66-80%
e Bronze: 50-65%

Pairs whose final scores are below 50% will be ineligible for medals.

Special awards may be assigned by the National Kata Committee.

11. Results

Final scores and medal results must be provided to the Sports Director and JA CEO for
publication.
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