
 

 

International and Domestic Competition Environment 

 

For Cadet, Junior, and Senior athletes, there is a wide array of competitions available within their respective age groups across the globe. These events 

cater to different stages of athlete development and provide avenues to gain experience and recognition at both national and international levels. 

At the pinnacle of the sport, athletes aim to qualify for, compete in, and ultimately secure a medal at the Olympic Games. The Olympics represent the most 

challenging international event to qualify for and stand as the highest achievement in the sport. For senior athletes, qualifying for the Olympic Games is 

preceded by competitions such as the World Championships, World Masters, and World Tour Events, with further opportunities at Continental Opens (both 

within and outside Oceania) and European Cup events. 

For Cadet and Junior categories, recommended entry-level competitions include various Oceania and Asian Cup events, such as those held in Hong Kong 

and Macau. These tournaments serve as valuable platforms to prepare younger athletes for European Cup events and progression towards their respective 

World Championships. 

Where feasible, Senior boy and girl athletes (U15) may be given the chance to attend an entry-level European event, subject to financial considerations and 

the availability of coaching staff. These experiences are designed to broaden exposure and foster development in international settings. 

Within the Oceania region, the Oceania Championships are held annually and offer substantial world ranking points for senior athletes. The event also 

accommodates Cadet and Junior athletes, providing a competition experience for all age groups within the region. This event however is very low level. 

 

And finally, the National Event Series (NES), coupled with the Judo Australia National Championships, play a crucial role in athlete development. These 

events are accessible to all athletes who meet their respective state requirements. Participation in NES and the National Championships is a key indicator of 

athlete progress and facilitates selection for advanced competitions. 

The following table provides a summary of the various levels of competition and outlines the selection process for participation. 

 



 

 

Senior Events 

Name 
Responsible 

Organisation 
Who it is suitable for How to gain selection Visual examples 

World 

Championships 
IJF 

Athletes who can win 

medals and matches in 

high level international 

events 

Seniors is limited to top 100 WRL, selection is 

according to published selections criteria 

 

 

World Masters IJF 

Senior athletes who 

can win medals and 

matches in high level 

international events 

Entry is limited to the top 36 athletes on the 

Senior World Ranking list at the time of the 

cut-off date 

 

Grand Slam and 

Grand Prix events 
IJF 

Senior athletes who 

can win medals at 

Continental Open 

events outside of 

Oceania 

Entry is limited to athletes who have won a 

Continental Open medal outside of Oceania, 

or a junior athlete who finished in the Top 7 

at the Junior World Championships. See LINK. 

These are very difficult events, and not 

necessarily immediately appropriate once a 

continental open medal has been won. 
 

 

https://www.ausjudo.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/GrandPrix-Grand-Slam-Performance-Standards.130225.APPROVED.pdf


 

 

Name 
Responsible 

Organisation 
Who it is suitable for How to gain selection Visual Identity 

Senior Continental 

Opens 
 

Respective 

continental 

Union (EJU, 

JUA, OJU etc). 

Senior athletes who are 

looking to gain 

international experience 

and seek qualification for 

World Tour Events.  

In some cases, these 

events may be appropriate 

for final year juniors. 

Continental Open events are not limited 

in the number of entries per nation.  

It is expected that athletes competing in a 

Senior Continental Open outside of 

Oceania will have a medal at the Senior 

National Championships. World Ranking 

points are available at this level of event. 
 

Senior Continental 

Cups 
 

EJU 
 

Younger senior athletes 

looking to take their first 

steps into senior 

international judo.  

These are good 

development events, with 

the potential for multiple 

matches. 

Continental Cup events are not limited in 

the number of entries per nation.  

It is expected that athletes competing in a 

Senior Continental Cup outside of Oceania 

will have a medal at the Senior National 

Championships. World Ranking points are 

not available at this level of event. 
 

 



 

 

Name 
Responsible 

Organisation 
Who it is suitable for How to gain selection Visual Identity 

Senior Oceania 

Championships 
OJU 

Our top senior athletes 

who are looking to 

gain significant world 

ranking points towards 

Olympic Qualification. 

The priority is to ensure our top senior 

athletes are given the best chance to qualify 

for the Olympic Games.  

Selection will be based on fulfilling the 

requirements as outlined in the selection 

document. LINK 

 

National 

Championships and 

National Events 

Series (NES 
 

Judo Australia 

and State 

governing 

bodies (Judo 

VIC, Judo 

NSW etc). 
 

Junior athletes looking 

for challenging 

domestic matches, and 

seniors looking to 

prepare towards entry 

level international 

competition. 

 

The National 

Championships is a 

requirement for all 

categorised Senior 

athletes to participate 

in. 

Entry to the National Championships is 

managed by the individual states.  

Athletes fulfilling the state requirements will 

be able to compete at the National 

Championships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Next: Cadet & Junior events) 

 

https://www.ausjudo.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Judo-Australia-Selection-Criteria-2026-Senior-Oceania-Championships-Final.pdf


 

 

Cadet and Junior Events 

Name 
Responsible 
Organisation 

Who it is for How to gain selection Visual Identity 

Cadet/Junior World 
Championships 

IJF 
 

Cadet and Junior athletes 
who have demonstrated 

that they can win multiple 
matches at cadet/junior 

continental cups outside of 
Oceania and particularly in 

Europe. 

Athletes will be leading the national points 
table and must have won matches at 

cadet/junior continental cup events in 
Europe. Must have fulfilled the requirements 

in the selection document. 
Cadets: LINK 
Juniors: LINK  

Cadet/Junior 
Continental Cups 

Respective 
continental 
Union (EJU, 

JUA, OJU etc). 

Cadet and Junior athletes 
who have showed 

consistent performance at 
domestic events. These are 
incredibly important events 

for the long-term 
development of young 

athletes. 

The Asian Tour (Hong Kong and Macau) are 
EOI-based selection events for athletes who 

have reached a minimum benchmark in 
domestic competitions. 

 
Events in Europe are selected based on 
development squads, and outstanding 

performances in domestic events. There is no 
limit to the number of athletes per category. 

 

Oceania 
Championships 

(Cadet and Junior) 
OJU 

The top ranked cadet and 
junior athletes who have 

showed consistent 
performances in domestic 

and international 
competition. 

Selection for OJU is based on the National 
Points System and athletes must meet the 

eligibility requirements outlined in the 
selection document. 

Cadets: LINK 
Juniors: LINK 

 
 

https://www.ausjudo.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Judo-Australia-Selection-Criteria-2026-Cadet-World-Championships-Final.pdf
https://www.ausjudo.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Judo-Australia-Selection-Criteria-2026-Junior-World-Championships-Final.pdf
https://www.ausjudo.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Judo-Australia-Selection-Criteria-2026-Cadet-Oceania-Championships-Final.pdf
https://www.ausjudo.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Judo-Australia-Selection-Criteria-2026-Junior-Oceania-Championships-Final.pdf


 

 

National 
Championships and 

National Events 
Series (NES) 

 

Judo Australia 
and State 
governing 

bodies (Judo 
VIC, Judo NSW 

etc). 
 

Cadet and junior athletes 
looking to meet the 

recommended number of 
events and matches per 

year, progress on the 
National Points Table, and 

earn selection for 
international events. 

 
The National 

Championships is the 
benchmark domestic event 

for the year and used in 
selection of development 
squad and international 

events. 

Entry to the National Championships is 
managed by the individual states. Athletes 

fulfilling the state requirements will be able 
to compete at the National Championships. 

 

 

 

LINK to National Points System and Points Tables 

LINK to World Ranking Points in the IJF SOR Document from page 46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ausjudo.com.au/national-points-system/
https://78884ca60822a34fb0e6-082b8fd5551e97bc65e327988b444396.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/up/2026/01/IJF_Sport_and_Organisation_Rul-1769443746.pdf


 

 

 


